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Abstract: This article discusses the literary representation of the "concentrationary
universe" in works of Yehiel Dinur, the Yiddish and Hebrew author who published
under the pseudonym Ka. Tzetnik. He became known to the public on the witness
stand of the Eichmann trial in 1962. Ka. Tzetnik's novels Salamandra, Piepel, and
House of Dolls are read in this article within the context of the polemic over the Jewish
victims' alleged collaboration with the Nazi annihilation system--a polemic generated
after World War Il by Bruno Bettelheim, Raul Hilberg, Hannah Arendt, and others, and
revived by Primo Levi in his last book, The Drowned and the Saved (1986). Contrary to
previous readings of Ka. Tzetnik's oeuvre, this article presents it as a unique, daring,
and nonjudgmental literary testimony to the "inside" of the Lager as a gray zone, a
testimony that defies Levi's distinction between "the drowned" and "the saved." Ka.
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Tzetniks emphatic representation of existence in this "situation at the limits" is
understood in relation to works by such authors as Jorge Semprun, Charlotte Delbo,
Ida Fink, and Tadeusz Borowski.
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Abstract: Cet article entend mettre en lumiére le "rideau de fer mémoriel" entre
I'Europe occidentale et I'Europe postsocialiste. D'un cété, I'extermination des juifs
constitue en Occident le crime le plus abominable dans I'échelle des horreurs du 20e
siécle, si bien qu'Auschwitz est devenu depuis la fin des années 1970 le symbole du
mal absolu. De l'autre, les anciens pays du bloc de I'Est, et plus particulierement les
candidats a I'entrée dans I'Union européenne, mettent en avant la mémoire
douloureuse de 'occupation soviétique. Le poids de la mémoire de la Shoah est
critiqgué par les Européens de I'Est qui pensent que les Occidentaux relativisent les
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crimes du communisme. En retour, les Occidentaux dénoncent I'antisémitisme des
Européens de I'Est. Sous la pression de I'Union européenne, de nombreux pays
d'Europe de I'Est ont entamé une phase d'anamnése. Toutefois, en dépit d'une
politique officielle visible, la place de la Shoah dans la mémoire collective des sociétés
civiles de ces pays est encore limitée. Au sein méme de I'ancien bloc de I'Est, les
anciennes républiques soviétiques proches de la Russie continuent de célébrer la
"Grande Guerre patriotique" et d'occulter plus ou moins le travail de mémoire sur la
Shoah. Ce dialogue de sourds entre Europe de I'Ouest et Europe de I'Est est une
réalité durable. C'est pourquoi des intellectuels comme Jorge Semprun appellent a la
reconnaissance mutuelle des mémoires de la Shoah et du Goulag, base d'une future
mémoire européenne. /// This article sheds light on the "Iron Curtain" which divides
collective memory in Western Europe and postsocialist Europe. In Western Europe, the
extermination of the Jews during World War 2 represents the most abominable crime
on the scale of 20th-century horrors, to such an extent that since the end of the 1970s
Auschwitz has become a symbol of absolute evil. However, in the former Soviet
countries, and especially those who are currently European Union candidate countries,
the stress is put above all on the very painful memory of Soviet occupation. Eastern
Europeans are critical of the weight given to the memory of the Shoah as they believe
that Western Europeans minimize the crimes of communism in relation to the
extermination of the Jews. In return, Western Europeans denounce Eastern European
anti-Semitism. Under pressure from the European Union, many Eastern European
countries have begun a phase of anamnesis. However, in spite of official policy,
collective memory of the Shoah among civil society in these countries is still limited.
Within the former communist bloc the former Soviet republics which remain close to
Russia continue to celebrate the "Great Patriotic War" masking attempts to cultivate
collective memory of the Shoah. This dialogue of the deaf between Western and
Eastern Europe is a enduring reality. It is for this reason that intellectuals like Jorge
Semprun are calling for the establishment of a mutual recognition of memories of both
the Shoah and the Gulag throughout Europe which would serve as a basis for a future
common European memory.
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Abstract: Se presenta en este articulo una reflexiébn sobre un aspecto de la
condicion del exilio: la interrelacion entre memoria personal y colectiva, a partir de
cinco obras singulares y complementarias: Vida en claro (1944), de José Moreno Villa,
Otofio en Madrid hacia 1950 (1987), de Juan Benet, Los afios sin excusa (1975), de
Carlos Barral, Autobiografia de Federico Sanchez (1977), de Jorge Semprun y
Travesias (1925-1955) (2003), de Jaime Salinas. Utilizando el concepto de memoria
individual y colectiva desarrollado por Paul Ricoeur se discute la dificil combinacion de
ambas entre los escritores en situacion de exilio y dictadura a causa del mas dificil
funcionamiento de los mas minimos mecanismos que permiten su interaccion. A partir
de la dificil conciliacion entre anécdota individual y experiencia colectiva consiguen
estos autores una version de la historia: ambigua y parcial, de intervencién y amago,
acentuando asi las contradicciones de la autobiografia. El suefio imposible de una
memoria total que integrara la individual, la colectiva y la historica, se revela como mas
dificil de conseguir para estos memorialistas.
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