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critiqué par les Européens de l'Est qui pensent que les Occidentaux relativisent les 
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crimes du communisme. En retour, les Occidentaux dénoncent l'antisémitisme des 
Européens de l'Est. Sous la pression de l'Union européenne, de nombreux pays 
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anciennes républiques soviétiques proches de la Russie continuent de célébrer la 
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mémoire européenne. /// This article sheds light on the "Iron Curtain" which divides 
collective memory in Western Europe and postsocialist Europe. In Western Europe, the 
extermination of the Jews during World War 2 represents the most abominable crime 
on the scale of 20th-century horrors, to such an extent that since the end of the 1970s 
Auschwitz has become a symbol of absolute evil. However, in the former Soviet 
countries, and especially those who are currently European Union candidate countries, 
the stress is put above all on the very painful memory of Soviet occupation. Eastern 
Europeans are critical of the weight given to the memory of the Shoah as they believe 
that Western Europeans minimize the crimes of communism in relation to the 
extermination of the Jews. In return, Western Europeans denounce Eastern European 
anti-Semitism. Under pressure from the European Union, many Eastern European 
countries have begun a phase of anamnesis. However, in spite of official policy, 
collective memory of the Shoah among civil society in these countries is still limited. 
Within the former communist bloc the former Soviet republics which remain close to 
Russia continue to celebrate the "Great Patriotic War" masking attempts to cultivate 
collective memory of the Shoah. This dialogue of the deaf between Western and 
Eastern Europe is a enduring reality. It is for this reason that intellectuals like Jorge 
Semprun are calling for the establishment of a mutual recognition of memories of both 
the Shoah and the Gulag throughout Europe which would serve as a basis for a future 
common European memory. 
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